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March 12, 2024 - A Turning Point for Haiti and Star of Hope

Haiti is facing a critical moment as Prime Minister Ariel Henry resigns, unleashing a potential power struggle that could deeply affect the nation. Amidst the chaos, criminal gangs are celebrating, having played a role in the release of prisoners and the destruction of police stations. Star of Hope's manager, Tony Borsiquiot, reveals the challenging situation on the ground, highlighting the gangs' questionable declaration of peace.

 

Tomy Borsiquiot in Haiti

 

Star of Hope's Rigaud School: A Casualty of Criminal Gangs

The Star of Hope school in Rigaud, a beacon of hope for 35 years, now stands occupied and devastated by the criminal gang 400 Mawozo. The destruction includes a torn-down telephone mast, a closed hospital, and a destroyed marketplace. The terror has forced 90% of families to flee, leaving a lasting impact on the community.

Global Response and Recent Events

Haiti and Kenya signed a security agreement on March 1, bringing Kenya closer to leading the UN's peacekeeping force. However, widespread prison breaks and criminal control in the capital led to a state of emergency on March 4. The international community faces delays in intervention due to legal hurdles and political complexities.

Background: Haiti's Descent into Chaos

Exploring Haiti's historical context reveals a nation grappling with the absence of a standing army since 1804, the 2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moïse, and a faltering democracy. Criminal gangs now control 80% of Port-au-Prince, exacerbating rising prices, famine, and kidnappings.

Human Toll and Crimes Against Civilians

Haitian civilians endure murder, theft, kidnappings, and sexual violence, causing constant fear. Children witness the destruction of their homes and violence against loved ones, leaving a lasting impact.

Star of Hope’s Ongoing Efforts Amidst Chaos

Despite the challenges, Star of Hope continues its mission, operating six schools in rural areas untouched by gang violence. The organization remains committed to education, water projects, libraries, livestock distribution, and seed distribution. Hope is pinned on the UN peacekeeping force to rebuild the Rigaud project when security allows.

Urgency of Supporting Haiti's Children Amidst Violence

Amidst widespread violence, supporting Haiti's children becomes crucial. These children are not just victims but key contributors to the country's potential resurgence. Organizations like Star of Hope break the cycle of despair by providing support and educational resources.



Preserving Education as a Lifeline

Education is a lifeline for Haiti's children, offering empowerment and a better future. Star of Hope's commitment to operating schools in unaffected rural areas becomes a crucial lifeline for these children.

Nurturing Resilience and Leadership

Continued support preserves innocence and nurtures resilience, allowing these children to emerge as leaders in rebuilding a stronger Haiti.

Investing in Haiti's Future

Prioritizing well-being and education is an investment in Haiti's future. Equipped with tools and knowledge, these children can steer Haiti toward stability.

Humanitarian Imperative

Beyond strategic considerations, there's a humanitarian imperative to help Haiti's children amidst violence. Humanitarian aid is a moral obligation to protect and nurture the most vulnerable members of society.

The Challenge of Sending Aid to a Country Without a Government

Sending international aid to a government-less country is a historic challenge. Haiti's international community pledges aid, but without a legitimate receiver, it often goes undelivered.



This once-determined young man who, like many others, has lost access to his school and education. We are working on it!

Conclusion: Focusing on the Future

Amidst chaos and violence, focusing on the well-being and education of Haiti's children is not just an act of compassion but a strategic investment. Star of Hope stands firm in its commitment to providing assistance and support.

Next Steps: Urgent Call for Support

Currently operating 7 schools, Star of Hope continues to be a beacon of normalcy for children despite the crisis. Supporting organizations like Star of Hope allows the international community to play a pivotal role in ensuring Haiti's children become catalysts for positive change.

CEO Mark Presson emphasizes the role of education in breaking the chains of poverty, and the organization calls for help to provide tools, seeds, and donations to sustain schools and the educational process in Haiti.

Provide funds for helping the kids of Rigaud

Provide seeds and tools 
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Dear Friends, We extend our heartfelt gratitude for your unwavering support. In January 2024, we continued our mission to provide quality primary education and support the well-being of the destitute in our communities here in Mombasa Kenya. A report from Star of Hope Kenya.

 



In the realm of education, the month witnessed a seamless continuation of studies for 1200 children across Mikindani Nursery School, Living Word Primary School, and Jimba Primary School.



Simultaneously, 12 youths embarked on a journey of skill development, gaining expertise in tailoring, dress-making, and embroidery, setting the stage for lifelong capabilities



Our School Feeding Program remained a cornerstone of our efforts, ensuring daily nourishment for 1200 children and 12 youths. This sustained the vital 10 o'clock porridge and 12-noon lunch, contributing significantly to the well-being and focus of the beneficiaries.





Self-sustainability projects showcased continued success. The vegetable farm in Mikindani flourished, yielding produce for both the feeding program and local sale, thereby supporting income generation.







Additionally, the sales of borehole water at Mikindani Farm to local communities continued, providing a sustainable source of income for our school programs.

 

CELEBRATING ACADEMIC SUCCESS

We proudly celebrated the academic achievements of two outstanding individuals. Goodly Munene, the top student at Living Word Primary School in the KCPE Examinations 2023, scored an impressive 384 out of 500 marks and secured a place at a prestigious national-level high school in the central part of Kenya



Similarly, Franklin Mumo, the top student at Star of Hope Jimba Primary School, scored 379 out of 500 marks and earned admission to a prestigious national-level high school in the Coastal part of Kenya.



ACADEMIC MILESTONES

The reopening of our schools for the 2024 academic year was met with enthusiasm and dedication. Simultaneously, we celebrated a significant achievement - a 100% transition of all 93 Grade 8 candidates and 120 Grade 6 students to High School and Junior High School. This accomplishment ensures the continual educational progress of every student.





FRIENDSHIPS AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

In the heart of Living Word Primary School, 216 students from destitute backgrounds are experiencing a vibrant community. They receive quality primary education, enjoy daily meals, and engage in games during school time, fostering a holistic and joyful learning environment.



Furthermore, the heartwarming friendship between Jasmine Atieno and Rachael Muna Odhiambo, both aspiring doctors, is a testament to the positive atmosphere within the school.

 

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE AND GRATITUDE



Sandra, a volunteer for the last four months, expressed deep appreciation for her experience at Star of Hope Kenya. Her words highlighted the warmth of teachers and the transformative moments that have left a lasting impact.

 

 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

Amidst the enchantment of Christmas, our children experienced two heartwarming parties in Mikindani and Jimba Village during the December holidays.



The festivities included talent showcases, a Christmas film, and scrumptious feasts featuring Pilau (fried spicy rice), Chapati, beef, and soda





These celebrations were made possible by the generous funding of our well-wishers, bringing the magic of Christmas



 

In conclusion, we express our sincere thanks for your continued support. 

Your commitment is shaping a brighter future for our local communities.

SUPPORT STAR OF HOPS PROJECTS < Click
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Star of Hope Ends Decades-Long Aid Operations in Rigaud, Haiti is Lost Amidst Unprecedented Crisis

 

In a somber announcement, Star of Hope reveals the termination and loss of its long-standing donor-recipient relationship with Institution Mixte Bethlehem de Rigaud in response to the devastating crisis unfolding in Rigaud, Haiti.











End of an Era: After over 30 years of dedicated involvement in humanitarian, educational, evangelical, and community projects, Star of Hope expresses deep regret in bringing an end to its partnership with Rigaud. The decision comes amidst an unprecedented crisis that has gripped the region.


I used to go to School
Reflecting on Rigaud’s Transformation: Divided into two transformative periods, 1989-1998 and 1998-2023, Star of Hope collaborated with Calvary Baptist Church and Bethlehem Church, respectively. Over these years, a multitude of projects focused on humanitarian aid, education, and community development:

	Humanitarian Aid: Numerous food aid and relief operations were conducted, offering essential support during natural disasters and political unrest.
	Education: The sponsorship program facilitated quality education for over 5,000 children aged 3 to 17 at the Rigaud school. Despite recent challenges, the organization constructed three school buildings, and a church, and provided essential infrastructure, including furniture, teaching materials, and a water system.
	Community Development: Support for chicken and goat breeding projects, well-drilling initiatives, water pump installations, and a water filtration system contributed to sustainable development.
	Training Sessions: Rigorous training sessions were organized for school staff, pastors, deacons, and laypeople, fostering capacity building and community empowerment.


Now all is lost to the gangs
Current Crisis in Rigaud: Regrettably, Rigaud has fallen victim to powerful, armed gangs, resulting in the displacement of the entire population. The once vibrant school and church now lie closed, broken, and looted, as residents flee for their lives, facing an uncertain future. In consultation with Pastor Samson Pierre, Star of Hope has made the heart-wrenching decision to terminate development aid for Rigaud, citing the untenable situation on the ground.

Unfolding Realities:

	Criminal Dominance: 80% of Port-au-Prince is under the control of criminal gangs, instilling widespread fear.
	Continuous Presence: Star of Hope remains the sole Swedish aid organization on the ground, with a remarkable 46-year presence.
	Population Displacement: Rigaud faces a constant threat, resulting in the displacement of 90% of the local population.
	Destruction: Recent violence has led to the destruction of homes, schools, and public infrastructure.
	Leaders in Hiding: Managers and pastors are in hiding, and the whereabouts of sponsored children and their families are unknown.


Roots of Crisis: Haiti, besieged by numerous crises, faces a power vacuum, with no presidential elections since 2016. Criminal groups control cities due to the absence of a functioning military, exacerbating widespread poverty and food shortages. Ongoing protests demand political change.

No school for me and I want it back!
Conclusion: The decision to terminate aid operations reflects the impossibility of carrying out missions in the current circumstances. Star of Hope implores the United Nations to prioritize efforts to restore stability and address the root causes of the crisis in Haiti. The organization remains unwavering in its commitment to humanitarian work, eagerly anticipating collaboration with the international community to bring relief to those affected.

For further information, contact:

Mark Presson, CEO
Star of Hope USA

Donate now so we can help the kids and families who have lost their education!

Change the World








		

    
        

    
			
	


  			

			
			
		

		
	
		
		
					
			  
	
	

					

	
					
				Your Christmas Generosity! 
			


			
		
    
        

		

			
			
			
			

Reflecting on the Impact of kids

For over three decades, your support has brightened the holidays for those in need across our project countries. Your generosity has been a source of joy for countless children and recipients. A heartfelt thank you to all who have contributed to our success over the years!

This Christmas, amidst the challenges of the ongoing pandemic, your contributions made a significant difference for many struggling families. In response to the current situation, our Christmas packages were tailored to meet essential needs, providing crucial assistance in the face of the pandemic.

All our gifts, presents, and livestock are sourced through our webshop (www.starofhope.us/shop), with actual purchases made in the respective countries. This approach not only benefits local economies but also enables us to reach more vulnerable families in each region.

We're thrilled to share that we've begun receiving images of joy and heartwarming video clips from the gift distributions. Your impact is evident, and while it takes time to compile reports, here's a glimpse of the positive outcomes following your generous contributions.



God bless you all for making a difference in the lives of those less fortunate. Together, we continue to spread joy and hope, transcending borders and making the world a brighter place. 
		

    
        

    
			
	


  			

			
			
		

		
	
	
		More Articles ...

			
		
			Delivering Hope to Haiti - Video Report and Ask
	
	
		
			Sharing the Joy of Christmas 2023
	
	
		
			Just a water video - gather information on this need
	
	
		
			Making a Difference during 2023:  Year-End Impact
	
	
		
			Christmas Catalog 2023 for download - you asked for it.
	
	
		
			Christmas catalog 2023 is ready for your family
	
	
		
			"Farming Hand Tools Bank Project" - A report on outcome.
	
	
		
			Christmas information from Star of Hope
	
	
		
			Haiti AWANA update - Christian education for children 
	
	
		
			Flooding Ghana Appeal - Akosombo Dam
	


	




    

    

        
        
    
      


	DONATE HERE

BECOME A SPONSOR

PAYPAL CLICK HERE

OR Scan this code>
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	Learn about "Skip it to Give it" 







	Did you know that...

Your generosity expands Star of Hope's reach to 15 countries worldwide. Thanks to you, we're making a global impact.



Because of people like you, more than 20,000 children receive education and care through Star of Hope.



Trusted for over 50 years to "make the right change happen".



IRS 501 (c)(3)



Join us in supporting the children by donating. Donate.

 

GIVE WITH PAYPAL




 

Scan for Paypal



Paypal link is below.

Paypal link

 










	
Check out #skipittogiveit

Helping to strengthen the 

Church body and the family.

Click to see the video








    

    
    
  


 
    
    


    


  
    
  



    
    



  
  
      

  

  
    
      
        
          


	

 © Copyright Star of Hope International, America, Inc. All rights reserved. Star of Hope is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charity.

(®)Star of Hope 2029 (®)Star of Hope International 2028

Solicitation Disclosure, Privacy Policy, Statement of Faith

PO Box 427 | Ellinwood KS 67526 | (620 564 3355) - Click here to Contact Us


“Star of Hope is an independent Christian organization helping children across the world become educated, healthy, godly men and women, who live to impact their world.” Join us!

    







        

              

    

  



